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2020-2021 The Best Bits
The Lincolnshire Wolds Joint Advisory Committee (JAC)
approved the 1st position statement for the Lincolnshire
Wolds AONB in October 2020, highlighting the dangers to
livestock, wildlife, farmland, homes and businesses by the
release of balloons and sky lanterns.
JAC Position Statement - Balloon and sky lantern
releases in the Lincolnshire Wolds
"It is considered by the Partnership that balloon and sky
lantern releases have the potential to adversely impact upon
the special qualities of the area and are therefore not
supported and wherever possible, are actively discouraged by
the Partnership."
With cycling levels increasing dramatically over the past
12 months, 2020 was the ideal time to create and publish
four cycling routes, using Horncastle as the start point.
Based on the same concept LWCS Cycle Routes previously
published, the routes graduate from level, 11-13 mile
routes to steeper, 20 mile routes, enabling people to gain
confidence and fitness as they progress. The routes
highlight a range of local facilities, helping to encourage
use and support of the local economy.
And finally, the last interpretation panels were reviewed,
revamped and replaced in 3 Lincolnshire Wolds villages –
a big improvement!

Chairman’s Foreword
As we look back and reflect on the
2020-21 work of the Lincolnshire
Wolds Countryside Service (LWCS),
the Lincolnshire Chalk Streams
Project (LCSP), and wider AONB
Partnership, it is hard to imagine a
more dramatic and worrying
period for everyone, not least for
our farmers, landowners, local businesses and
communities.
Many of us were no doubt anticipating a spell of
uncertainty, but also opportunities, on account of
Brexit and our planned departure from the EU;
however few of us could have imagined the stress,
hardships and dramatic changes to our usual way of
life through the ensuing days, weeks and months of
the coronavirus pandemic. So I take this opportunity
to express my thanks to the professionalism and
resilience of the LWCS and LCSP staff. As evidenced in
this Review, the Team has continued to adapt and
progress projects, providing a range of services to help
further the protection and enhancement of the
Lincolnshire Wolds AONB.

Responding to the pandemic and its many societal
impacts has helped to shine a fresh light on the value
of our local environments and our connection with
them, and their undoubted value for public health and
wellbeing, no more so than the nationally protected
Lincolnshire Wolds. The past twelve months has
served to demonstrate the very best in people's
character and the benefits in collaboration, both
locally and nationally with our close links to other
protected landscapes, especially through the National
Association for AONBs. Such networks will remain
paramount as we ease out of lockdown and continue
to work closely to support our local farmers,
landowners, communities and businesses - and
hopefully all look ahead to safer and brighter times
across and beyond the Wolds.

Cllr R Avison
Chairman,
Lincolnshire Wolds Joint Advisory Committee (AONB Partnership; working
collaboratively with the National Association for AONBs).

Working in Partnership
The Lincolnshire Wolds has an established Joint Advisory
Committee (JAC): a partnership of public, private and
voluntary organisations and representatives who have a
special interest or working knowledge of the area. The
JAC acts as a forum to advise and guide activity on a wide
range of issues across the Wolds and is instrumental in
developing, implementing, monitoring and reviewing
the AONB Management Plan.
Joint Advisory
Committee
Lincolnshire Wolds
Countryside Service
Joint Management
Group
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JAC Topic Group

Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service LWCS (AONB Unit) as at 31st March 2021:
Stephen Jack
LWCS Manager
Helen Gamble
Project Officer
David Rodger
Project Officer
Ruth Craig
Project Officer (Lincolnshire Chalk Streams
Project - LCSP)
Will Bartle
Monitoring Officer (LCSP)
Claire Harrison
Administration and Technical Assistant
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Protecting the Lincolnshire Wolds
Biodiversity
Protecting, enhancing and promoting biodiversity within the
AONB happens throughout all work streams, including
engagement with our local communities, farmers, and land
managers/operators. The LWCS input has commonly taken
place on a strategic level, especially via engagement with key
partners such as the Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership
(GLNP). A focus has been on ecosystem services, nature
recovery and regular input to relevant habitat action
groups, the Local Wildlife Site panel and the
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Geodiversity
Work continues with supporting surveys of
nationally important sites, Local Geological
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Lincolnshire Geodiversity Strategy.
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The LWCS, Historic England and Lincolnshire County Council
have worked collaboratively with partners including Kent
University, Lincoln University and Sheffield Hallam University to
secure a grant extension from the Arts and Heritage Research
Council for the LWLN. This forum brings together different areas
of interest, building connections between archaeological,
ecological and well-being approaches. It will deliver better and
more integrated cultural and natural heritage research,
development and management, and secure wider associated
public benefits for rural heritage landscape.

Traditional
Roadsigns
in Lincolnshire
(TRiL)
During 2020-2021,
facilitated by the TRiL
Steering Group, the LWCS
has helped to refurbish a
further 29 historic
roadsigns in the AONB.

Online
training
and lectures
over this last
year engaged

volunteers

Lincolnshire Wolds Landscape Network
(LWLN)

Farmstead Assessment
Project
This is an on-going project to survey
and record historic farmsteads in the
Lincolnshire Wolds. This data will form
the basis of a written guide for these
important buildings to help aid
future sympathetic renovation and
management.
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Protecting the Lincolnshire Wolds
Lincolnshire Chalk Streams Project
A challenging year, but the LCSP has
continued to be supported in its work - thank
you to all the partners.
A big achievement is the set-up of the
Lincolnshire Chalk Streams Trust. Not the easiest
of tasks, but it is hoped the trust will support
wider working with people on Lincolnshire's
chalk streams - thank you to three committed
trustees.
A new LCSP website is now live, where you
can find out what the officers and volunteers get
up to on the chalk streams.

Lincolnshire
Wildlife Trust

Nature-based Solutions

Riverfly National Project Launch
Volunteers with the LCSP have led the way in
trialing a new river surveying project in
Lincolnshire, designed by partners at the
Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire Environment
Agency. The new national surveying scheme was
launched in December 2020.
The LCSP would like to thank their volunteers for all
of their hard work over the last five years in the
development of this national scheme.
For more detailed information, visit:
www.lincolnshirechalkstreams.org

Work continues in the river Rase catchment to reduce
flooding and enhance this rare habitat. With the help
of funding from the Environment Agency, the LCSP
managed the re-grading of seven embankments,
excavation of one online pond, installation of one
scrape and six leaky barriers along a stretch of the
river Rase through Market Rasen Golf Club course.

1km of river habitat improved
Education
Online events
Site Visits
Workshops
Volunteers
Surveys

Events/Sites People
2
120
2
215
3
4
3
21
2
13
27

Visit the LCSP ‘Contact Us’ page for social media links
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Living & Working in the Lincolnshire Wolds
Wolds Hedgerow Survey

Community

Local volunteers have been out and about making
rapid condition assessments so that landowners
can be given management advice and funding to
help make their hedges even healthier and more
beneficial to wildlife.

A significant part of the LWCS work is to provide
encouragement and support to communities
who are exploring ways to help protect,
enhance and promote the AONB. Much of the
support during 2020-21 has been via telephone
or via email, however eight visits were safely
undertaken to provide advice, guidance and
support for the funding and delivery of works.

Despite this year's restrictions, over 100 surveys
representing more than two miles of hedges have
been assessed by up to 33 volunteers. Surveyors
have received online training and support
throughout the year.

Working Together/Facilitation Fund
(FF)
The Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Stewardship
Facilitation Fund (CSFF) has 18 farmers taking part,
covering 8,500 ha along the Bluestone Heath
corridor. By working together, there will be delivery
of multiple benefits for the AONB and for land
managers themselves. Whilst on site events were
cancelled during 2020-21, four events were held
online in the form of webinars, presentations and
Zoom meetings and a one year extension has been
granted to ensure the work continues into 2022.

Advisory visits and landowner liaison
Fewer site visits could take place during 2020-21
due to Government guidelines, however, where
necessary and appropriate, 32 solitary or socially
distanced visits were undertaken to view plans and
proposals on site. For all consultative work, the
LWCS look at key issues relating to landscape,
nature conservation and access, often undertaken
alongside advice from other key partners. During
2020-21, the LWCS commented on four Woodland
Management Plans and nine Felling Licence
Applications. However, there has also been
challenging issues with illegal felling, hedgerow
removals and inappropriate planting throughout
the year, with the LWCS undertaking liaison with
the relevant authorities and organisations.

Lincolnshire
Wolds Annual Review 2020 - 2021
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Living & Working in the Lincolnshire Wolds

0

Heritage
Promotion

2

Access &
Education

4

Biodiversity Benefits
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Community
Enhancement

2020-2021 Themes

Total cost of work undertaken £41,514
Total grant offered £11,431

28%

63%

72%

Public Sector
Private Sector

9%

Grant offered – 28%
Match funding – 72%

As ever, the ongoing contributions that the AONB grant schemes bring to the Wolds are invaluable in
maintaining a thriving, high quality landscape and supporting local communities and businesses.

Swallow Community Hall

Belchford & Fulletby Community Woodland

Oxcombe orchard expansion

Belchford & Fulletby Community Woodland
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Discovering the Lincolnshire Wolds

DIGITAL INTERFACE
During 2020-21, over

65,000
visits made to the
AONB website

The AONB

Twitter account

@LincsWoldsAONB
had

3,049 followers.

Our

Facebook page

@LincsWoldsAONB

1,400

people are subscribed to
the LWCS e-mail newsletter, ‘Higher Ground’

with six editions circulated during 2020-21.

All 25 Walks and10 Cycle routes

www.lincswolds.org.uk created in October 2020, are now uploaded in a digital format on
www.visorando.co.uk a website showcasing
website visits

94%

200

has over
followers,
from the UK with the most prominent
(possibly reflecting staycation). post viewed 1,005 times.
Lincolnshire Wolds Outdoor Festival LWOF
Replacing the previous successful Lincolnshire Wolds
Walking Festival, the LWCS continue to play a major part
on the Lincolnshire Wolds Outdoor Festival Steering
Group in the development of a new and revised events
Festival. A break year was already planned for 2020
whilst this development took place, but unfortunately
the new LWOF has been postponed for 2021. However
there will be an on-line presence to help encourage
socially responsible visits and
activities over the coming weeks
and months as lockdown
restrictions ease.
We look forward to the six week
festival in 2022, please visit:
www.woldsoutdoorfestival.com/

Publications
The Annual Review 2019-20 was published in a
digital format and reprints of two of the popular
self-guided Wolds Walks
route were undertaken.
The 2021 edition of the
Making the Most of the
Lincolnshire Wolds
leaflet was revised and
reprinted.

Lincolnshire
Wolds Annual Review 2020 - 2021
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different routes
you can use to
explore the AONB.

Events and Shows
Due to the restrictions and lockdowns, the LWCS took
part in numerous online presentations including the
national Caring for God's Acre series of webinars. The
LWCS also produced a video introducing the
Lincolnshire Wolds AONB to the UK and beyond
for the Lincolnshire Show
2020 and was showcased
on the BBC’s Countryfile
programme.

Education
The LWCS were pleased to support Rhubarb Theatre
to produce an activity pack for Lincolnshire schools.
Developed to help inspire and inform KS2 children
about the environment in a fun and active way,
supporting and
reinforcing important
messages how every
child can make a
difference, the pack
includes 40 inspiring
activities using drama,
movement, craft and
music that can be run
in the classroom or
adapted for home.
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Developing the Lincolnshire Wolds
Strategic Policy and Planning
The LWCS has continued to respond on a wide range of
strategic plans and development proposals to help
ensure the sustainable development of the Wolds and
the protection and enhancement of the AONB's
nationally important natural beauty. This has included
over 30 responses on a wide range of planning
applications and reviews of a number of public rights of
way orders. The statutory Lincolnshire Wolds AONB
Management (2018-23), National Planning Policy
Framework and Local Plans provides the framework for
our independent observations and subsequent
assessment of more substantial planning applications.

The LWCS successfully facilitated the AONB Partnership's
interim review of the current Lincolnshire Wolds AONB
Management Plan (2018-23). The responses highlighted
successes and other key areas of future project delivery
in the context of the AONB staffing unit, the Lincolnshire
Chalk Streams Partnership and the wider peer group
comprising the Lincolnshire Wolds Joint Advisory
Committee (JAC).

Undergrounding

© Graham Stephenson

Whilst no overhead wires and poles have been removed, there is work continuing in planning visual
improvements to the wirescapes within the Lincolnshire Wolds with Northern Powergrid and Western
Power Distribution Protected Landscapes Working Groups.
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Partnership in the Lincolnshire Wolds
Local Partnerships
The LWCS work alongside a wide
range of organisations, local
landowners, community groups
and volunteers advising on policy
and undertaking activity that furthers
the interests of the AONB and wider Wolds
character area.

Over the past 12 months the LWCS and the LCSP have
maintained and developed links with over 30 local
partnerships and initiatives, ranging from the
Ancholme Catchment Partnership and Greater
Lincolnshire Nature Partnership to the Lincolnshire
Heritage Forum, Lincolnshire Wolds & Market Towns
Tourism Group and two Walkers are Welcome Steering
Groups.

National Partnerships
The Lincolnshire Wolds is one of 46 AONBs in the
UK and we have continued to remain actively
engaged in wider collaboration across the family of
protected landscapes, especially through very
positive links via the National Association for
AONBs (NAAONB).
The strategic objectives for the NAAONB include:
Support for policies for conserving and
enhancing the natural beauty of AONBs
Maintain an understanding of AONBs and the
issues they face
Serve as an advocate for AONB partnerships and
their teams
Sustain a collaborative culture across the AONB
Family.

Positive dialogue with Defra and central
government, including future options for land
management agri-environment schemes specific
to protected landscapes and the emerging ELMs Environmental Land Management System.
Continued development and collaboration via
focused working groups/forums to help review
and implement AONB Family activity.
As the NAAONB looks ahead to further its
collaboration across the AONB network, a future
driver will be exploring and furthering
opportunities to help support nature recovery, to
help mitigate climate change impacts and support
effective adaptation.

The NAAONB has continued to help to optimise
the opportunities for AONB Partnerships over the
past 12 months by focusing on:
Guidance and support in the development of
Nature Recovery Plans, as per the NAAONB
Colchester Declaration (2019) pledge
Ongoing positive dialogue in respect of the
Glover Review (Protected Landscapes) and the
forthcoming implementation of its key
recommendations
Active encouragement in the use of the arts,
including the development of the National Arts
Strategy

Lincolnshire
Wolds Annual Review 2020 - 2021
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Partnership in the Lincolnshire Wolds
Core expenditure 2020 - 21: £227,210
Staff & Governance - 69%
Projects - 13%
Premises - 6.5%
Printing & Graphics - 3%
Vehicles - 2%
Equipment / Materials - 2%
Consultancy & Volunteers - 2%
Subscriptions / Conferences - 1.5%
Promotions & Miscellaneous - 1%

Thank you to our key
funders Defra, Lincolnshire
County Council, East
Lindsey District Council,
North East Lincolnshire
Council and West Lindsey
District Council. Support
from local authorities is very
much welcomed by the
AONB Partnership and
ensures we can continue to
secure 75% match-funding
from Central Government.

Project expenditure: £29,737
Grant Schemes - 38%
Lincolnshire Chalk Streams
Project - 34%
Lincolnshire Wolds Outdoor
Festival - 17%
TRiL Project - 11%

Total Income (Core and Project funding) 2020 - 21: £288,160

Defra Grant - 59.5%
Local Authorities - 25%
Development Budget -13.5%
Miscellaneous - 2%
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Lincolnshire County Council - 11%
East Lindsey District Council - 6.3%
West Lindsey District Council - 6.3%
North East Lincolnshire Council - 1.4%
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Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service
Navigation Warehouse, Riverhead Road, Louth, Lincolnshire LN11 0DA
Tel: 01522 555780 Website: www.lincswolds.org.uk
Email: aonb@lincswolds.org.uk Twitter: @LincsWoldsAONB
Facebook: @LincsWoldsAONB

If you would like this document in an alternative format, please contact us.
It is also available on our website www.lincswolds.org.uk
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