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     2021 of course saw the gradual easing of lockdown 
restrictions, enabling a return to communal gathering 
and community events. Volunteer projects also resumed 
at both LWCS and the Chalk Streams Trust, with 
volunteers engaging in practical conservation work, 
surveying and research activities.

     Much work has been undertaken behind the scenes 
in the past year, as the response to the Glover Review of 
AONB’s continues to influence policy making and 
governance at a national level. The Lincolnshire Wolds 
AONB Partnership is no exception to this, as passionate 
debate has ensued over questions including the 
potential name change to, ‘National Landscape’.

     One progressive aspect from the pandemic 
restrictions was the rapid move to hybrid working, 
allowing staff a more flexible approach to their daily 
routine and travel schedule. This has proven to have 
positive health and well being benefits including a more 
composed work/life balance.

     Last but not least, welcome to our new staff 
members, Steve Scoffin and Sarah Weller making up the 
FiPL team, and Matt Broomfield of the Chalk Streams 
Trust.

Bird box making with
Virginia House of Louth

New interpretation panels explaining
the Roman legacy in Horncastle

Hedgelaying course in Old Bolingrboke
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Chairman’s Foreword

Some 12 months ago we were 
reflecting on the unprecedented 
challenges facing us on account 
of the Covid pandemic; its 
implications on the staff, 
partnerships, communities and 
local businesses operating across 
the nationally protected 

Lincolnshire Wolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB).  Although the situation has improved, there 
are still a number of pressures and challenges facing 
us all.  The more recent horrific events that have been 
unfolding in Ukraine demonstrate the importance of 
global security for safeguarding food and energy 
supply, crucially at a level that is accessible to all.
 
Against such a backdrop, I once again take this 
opportunity to express my thanks to the 
professionalism of the core AONB staffing team – the 
Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service, the project 
staff coordinating the work of the Lincolnshire Chalk 
Streams Project and the new staff members working 
on the promotion and delivery of the new National 
Farming in Protected Landscapes Programme (FiPL). 
This e-publication provides a snapshot of just some of 
the work that has been taking place to help further 
our aspirations for this nationally important living and 
working landscape - as detailed in the Lincolnshire 
Wolds AONB Management Plan (2018-23).  

We continue to welcome Defra’s continuing support 
for AONBs and we have been given the opportunity to 
provide further input to the ongoing Glover Review 
(National Protected Landscapes Review) to help shape 
the future management of our AONBs and National 
Parks.  We listened closely to the views of other AONBs 
across the country and participated in various 
discussions including those facilitated by the National 
Association for AONBs.  Our local response was 
subsequently submitted on behalf of the Lincolnshire 
Wolds Joint Advisory Committee, and we sought to 
highlight the need for further changes in four key 
areas – purposes (legal), power (duty of regard / 
statutory AONB Management Plan), governance and 
most importantly future resourcing.  We await further 
news and dialogue as Defra finalises its response to 
the consultation and the many comments received.  
Meanwhile we very much continue with our ongoing 
work to support our local farmers, landowners, 
communities and businesses during these dynamic 
times. 

Cllr R Avison 

Chairman,
Lincolnshire Wolds Joint Advisory Committee 
(AONB Partnership; working collaboratively with the 
National Association for AONBs).
     

3 Lincolnshire Wolds Annual Review 2021 - 2022

Working in Partnership
The Lincolnshire Wolds has an established Joint Advisory 
Committee (JAC): a partnership of public, private and voluntary 
organisations and representatives who have a special interest 
or working knowledge of the area.  The JAC acts as a forum to 
advise and guide activity on a wide range of issues across the 
Wolds and is instrumental in developing, implementing, 
monitoring and reviewing the AONB Management Plan.    

Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service - LWCS (AONB 
Unit) as at 31st March 2022:  

Stephen Jack 
LWCS Manager
Helen Gamble 
Project Officer
David Rodger 
Project Officer
Ruth Craig  
Project Officer (Lincolnshire Chalk Streams Project - LCSP)
Will Bartle  
Monitoring Officer (LCSP)
Claire Harrison 
Administration and Technical Assistant
Sarah Weller
Business Support Assistant 
(Farming in Protected Landscapes - FiPL)
Steve Sco�n
Project Officer (FiPL)

Joint Advisory
Committee

JAC Topic GroupJoint Management
Group

Joint Management

Lincolnshire Wolds
Countryside Service



Biodiversity
The LWCS worked with ten land managers across the AONB to restore 
and create over 3,000m of hedgerows. With support from the 
Woodland Trust, the hedgerow project saw 15,000 hedging whips and 
1,800 trees of native species planted, creating new hedgerows but also 
enabling important gap filling.  This work enhances the hedgerow 
network, helping to provide important wildlife friendly corridors to a 
range of sites and habitats across the Wolds. The LWCS would also like 
to once again thank the landowner who provided storage space and 
assistance in taking delivery of the stock.  

Farming in Protected Landscapes
The ‘Farming in Protected Landscapes (FiPL) programme runs 
until March 2024. It is a programme of funding for one-off 
projects, not an agri-environment scheme. 

Through this programme, farmers and land managers in the 
Lincolnshire Wolds AONB can access funding to carry out 
projects that support nature recovery, mitigate the impacts 
of climate change, provide opportunities for people to 
discover, enjoy and understand the landscape and cultural 
heritage, or support nature-friendly, sustainable farm 
businesses.

The Programme will provide funding towards projects that 
help to:
     meet at least one of the outcomes of the it’s four themes  
 of Climate, Nature, People and Place
     deliver at least one of the policies of the Lincolnshire   
 Wolds AONB Management Plan 2018-2023, and
     provide value for money.

Farmstead Assessment Project
This is an on-going project to survey and record 
historic farmsteads in the Lincolnshire Wolds. This 
data will form the basis of a written guide for these 
important buildings to help aid future sympathetic 
renovation and management.
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Geodiversity
During 2021-22, work on geodiversity issues 
has continued, including hosting three site 
visits to national groups, the designation of 
blow well sites as Local Geological Sites and 
the completion of the review of the Greater 
Lincolnshire Geodiversity Strategy.

Protecting the Lincolnshire Wolds

     meet at least one of the outcomes of the it’s four themes  

     deliver at least one of the policies of the Lincolnshire   

     provide value for money.

1.2km
new permissive

bridleway
supported

projects to improve soil quality

8,945ha

projects increasing the resilience of
nature friendly sustainable farming

for habitat improvement for
biodiversity and connectivity

Projects giving betterunderstanding among
farmers, land managers and the public on 
carbon storage and reduced carbon emissions

2



Protecting the Lincolnshire Wolds

CaBA Northern Becks Partnership
The CaBA (catchment-based approach) Northern 
Becks Partnership is hosted by the Lincolnshire Chalk 
Stream Trust to manage the catchment on a 
community-scale. Our volunteer Matt Broomfield is a 
recent environmental graduate who has been leading 
on developing a partnership catchment management 
plan. This will help to guide future work to mediate 
the challenges facing the catchment including 
pollution, invasive species, and physical modifications 
within chalk streams in the north and north-east of 
Lincolnshire.

For more information on any of 
the above, please visit our 
website 
www.lincolnshirechalkstreams.org
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Lincolnshire Chalk Streams Project

Lincolnshire Blow Wells - a part of our 
Nature recovery Network
A blow well is an artesian spring, of a type seldom (if at 
all) found across the British Isles except for the coastal 
margins of Lincolnshire. 

Natural England’s East Midlands Seedcorn Fund 
awarded the Lincolnshire Chalk Streams Project, who 
facilitate the Blow wells working group, a grant to 
survey several Blow well sites for suitability as Local 
Geological Sites. This would help to raise the profile of 
blow wells as a rare natural feature that can help 
towards our Nature Recovery. 

Visit the LCSP ‘Contact Us’ page for social media links

The funds were used to survey 17 known blow well 
sites of which four were designated, some sites 
included more than one blow well feature. Additionally, 
the funding has helped to train 17 volunteers on a new 
blow well monitoring project developed by the Blow 
Wells Working Group partners. The newly trained citizen 
scientists will be collecting site specific information that 
will help inform how these incredibly rare and valuable 
habitats can be better managed.

Our thanks go to the landowners who engaged with us 
during this project and to Natural England for the 
funding.

The LCSP was awarded a grant of £3,652 at the end of 
2019 to test innovative technology to better control the 
invasive American mink population on Lincolnshire's 
chalk streams. The grant was awarded by Anglian Water 
through their Flourishing Environment Fund scheme, 
delivered on their behalf by the Cambridgeshire 
Community Foundation.  

American minks have had a devastating impact on our 
native wildlife in the UK, originally bred for their fur, the 
practice was banned in the UK in 2000. 

The project proposed a comparison of control 
techniques; assessing a traditional method developed 
by the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust using 
volunteers to monitor tracks before traps are used, and a 
new technique utilising a device called a Remoti which 
automatically sends a signal when an animal is caught in 
a cage trap.

The project finishes in June 2022 and so far, evidence 
collected indicates that the new technique is proving to 
be more effective and humane. The results will be fed 
into a wider initiative to help review mink control in the 
east of the UK and nationally.

NORTHERN

PARTNERSHIP
BECKS CaBA

Mink Project  - 
Controlling invasive species



6 Lincolnshire Wolds Annual Review 2019 - 2020

Living & Working in the Lincolnshire Wolds
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Community
A significant part of the LWCS work is to provide 
encouragement and support to communities who 
are exploring ways to help protect, enhance and 
promote the AONB.  Support during 2021-22 has 
been via telephone, email, and site visits, with 28 
meetings safely undertaken to provide advice and 
planning, funding and delivering projects.

Advisory visits and landowner liaison
With some restrictions still in place, 48 visits were 
undertaken in-line with Government guidelines to 
view plans and proposals on site. For all 
consultative work, the LWCS look at key issues 
relating to landscape, nature conservation and 
access, often undertaken alongside advice from 
other key partners, relevant authorities and 
organisations. During 2021-22, the LWCS 
commented on one Woodland Management Plan, 
eight Felling Licence Applications and two 
Environmental Impact Assessments (Agriculture) 
Regulations.

Much work was undertaken on the promotion of 
the Farming in Protected Landscape (FiPL) 
Programme prior to the appointment of FiPL 
officers, with site visits and six agricultural events 
attended. 

Wolds Hedgerow Survey
31 volunteers have braved all weathers to survey 
over 6km of hedges this year. This data can be used 
to inform landowners about the condition of their 
hedgerow resource, from which management 
advice is compiled. Tree planting guidance and 
grant funding can then be sought through the 
LWCS.

The Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Stewardship 
Facilitation Fund (CSFF) was granted an extension 
for 2021-22, allowing a further four meetings to 
take place - either on farm or via Zoom. By 
working together, there has been delivery of 
multiple benefits for the AONB, with the farm 
cluster including 18 farmers covering 8,500ha 
along the Bluestone Heath corridor. The LWCS look 
forward to working with the consultants and an 
expanded group of farmers in the future. 
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Living & Working in the Lincolnshire Wolds

As ever, the ongoing contributions that the 
AONB grant schemes bring to the Wolds are 
invaluable in maintaining a thriving, high 
quality landscape and supporting local 
communities and businesses.   

2021-2022 Themes
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Total cost of work undertaken £38,658
Total grant o�ered £18,184

Grant o�ered – 47%
Match funding – 53%

Public Sector

Private Sector
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Charitable Sector

Belchford Sky Observatory, made from locally
sourced natural and sustainable materials.

Inside Belchford Sky Observatory, 
showing the ergonomic star viewing platforms.
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Discovering the Lincolnshire Wolds
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Lincolnshire Wolds Outdoor Festival - 
LWOF 2022
The LWCS has worked closely with key partners 
including East Lindsey (lead partner) and West Lindsey 
District Council’s to help build on the successes of the 
previous Lincolnshire Wolds Walking Festivals.  With 
much planning and collaborative support from a wide 
range of organisations, volunteers 
and local businesses, a five-week 
programme of family focused 
activities has been finalised and will 
be taking place from 30th April ’22 
(www.woldsoutdoorfestival.com).   

Guided Walks, 
Events and Shows

The Annual Review 2021-22 was 
published in a digital format and 
revisions and reprint of the ‘Water of the 
Lincolnshire Wolds’, one of ‘Wonders of’ 
leaflet series was undertaken.  The 2022 
edition of the Making of the Most of the 
Lincolnshire Wolds leaflet was revised 
and reprinted.  The LWCS also resumed 
their spring leaflet drop, with over 
21,000 leaflets distributed to libraries, 
tourism outlets and businesses.  Further 
promotion and networking took place 
during Lincolnshire’s destination 
management group’s leaflet swap. 

Publications

DIGITAL INTERFACE3,311 
   Higher Ground e-newsletters &
   news�ash produced and 
circulated to               subscribers

Due to ongoing restrictions and the

cancellation of some activities, the LWCS

attended and led fewer events, talks and

walks than usual. 

Followers

1,309 
Followers 1,550

2
1

New website launched in September 2021

‘Wonders of’

Making of the Most of the Making of the Most of the 

162,044 Business Pro�le Views since launch
62,506 Searches since launch
3,967 Website clicks since launch

Over 400

Over 200

people were 
engaged during two
outdoor events.

people enjoyed 
online and in-person
illustrated talks 
during this period.



Developing the Lincolnshire Wolds
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Strategic Policy and Planning
The LWCS has continued to respond on a wide range of 
strategic plans and development proposals to help 
ensure the sustainable development of the Wolds and 
the protection and enhancement of the AONBs’ 
nationally important natural beauty. This has included 
over 25 responses on a wide range of planning 
applications and reviews of a number of public rights of 
way orders.  The statutory Lincolnshire Wolds AONB 
Management (2018-23), National Planning Policy 
Framework and Local Plans provides the framework for 
our independent observations and subsequent 
assessment of more substantial planning applications.         

Undergrounding
Restrictions severely curtailed planned physical works in the Wolds, but behind the scenes preparations were 
well advanced for the next round of funding via Northern Powergrid & Western Power Distribution on 
undergrounding for visual improvement in the AONB.

The LWCS successfully facilitated the AONB Partnership's 
ongoing review of the current Lincolnshire Wolds AONB 
Management Plan (2018-23).  The responses highlighted 
successes and other key areas of future project delivery 
in the context of the AONB staffing unit, the Lincolnshire 
Chalk Streams Partnership and the wider peer group 
comprising the Lincolnshire Wolds Joint Advisory 
Committee (JAC). 
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Partnership in the Lincolnshire Wolds

Local Partnerships
The LWCS work alongside a wide 
range of organisations, local 
landowners, community groups 
and volunteers advising on policy 
and undertaking activity that furthers 
the interests of the AONB and wider Wolds 
character area. 

Over the past 12 months the LWCS and the LCSP 
have continued to maintain and further create 
positive links with over 30 local partnerships 
and initiatives; these have included the 
Lincolnshire Chalk Streams Trust, Lincolnshire 
Blow Wells Partnership, the Greater Lincolnshire 
Nature Partnership, the Lincolnshire Wolds Historic 
Landscape Network and the Love Lincolnshire 
Wolds tourism group.  

National Partnerships
The Lincolnshire Wolds is one of 46 AONBs in the 
UK and we have continued to remain actively 
engaged in wider collaboration across the family of 
protected landscapes, especially through very 
positive links via the National Association for 
AONBs (NAAONB).

The strategic objectives for the NAAONB include:

     Support for policies for conserving and   
enhancing the natural beauty of AONBs
     Maintain an understanding of AONBs and the 
issues they face
     Serve as an advocate for AONB partnerships and 
their teams
     Sustain a collaborative culture across the AONB 
Family. 

The NAAONB has continued to help to drive 
forward collaborative opportunities for the family 
of AONBs, and activity has included:
     The coordination of a national response to the 
Defra consultation on the Glover Review (see 
foreword) making a case for improvements to 
purposes, power, governance and resources, and 
reaffirming an open perspective on any future 
possible name change discussions
     Further guidance and support in the 
development of Nature Recovery Plans, as per the 
NAAONB Colchester Declaration (2019) pledge
     The development of a collaborative climate 

change statement of commitment through AONB 
Chairs
     Ongoing positive dialogue and support to help 
aid effective rollout of the new Farming in 
Protected Landscapes Fund (FiPL) and how future 
ELMs – Environmental Land Management Systems 
may be rolled out
     Establishment of a new national Landscapes 
E-Platform to aid greater collaboration and 
information sharing
     Online delivery of the NAAONB conference, 
facilitated by the South-West AONBs.

     Support for policies for conserving and   

     Maintain an understanding of AONBs and the 

     Serve as an advocate for AONB partnerships and 

     Sustain a collaborative culture across the AONB 

     The coordination of a national response to the 

     Further guidance and support in the 

     The development of a collaborative climate 

     Ongoing positive dialogue and support to help 

     Establishment of a new national Landscapes 

     Online delivery of the NAAONB conference, 



Partnership in the Lincolnshire Wolds
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Core expenditure 2021 - 22: £235,215

Sta� & Governance - 70%
Projects - 14%
Premises - 6%
Promotions - 3.5%
Vehicles - 2%
Printing & Graphics - 1.5%
Subscriptions / Conferences - 1.5%
Equipment / Materials - 1%
Consultancy & Volunteers - 0.5%

Thank you to our key 
funders Defra, Lincolnshire 
County Council, East 
Lindsey District Council, 
North East Lincolnshire 
Council and West Lindsey 
District Council.  Support 
from local authorities is very 
much welcomed by the 
AONB Partnership and 
ensures we can continue to 
secure 75% match-funding 
from Central Government.  

Grant Schemes - 55%

Lincolnshire Chalk Streams 

         Project - 30%

Lincolnshire Wolds Outdoor

         Festival - 15%

Sta� & Governance - 70%

Vehicles - 2%Vehicles - 2%

Subscriptions / Conferences - 1.5%Subscriptions / Conferences - 1.5%

Consultancy & Volunteers - 0.5%Consultancy & Volunteers - 0.5%

Project expenditure: £32,935

Total Income (Core and Project funding) 2021 - 22: £304,824

Defra Grant - 56%
Development Budget - 20%
Local Authorities - 23%
Miscellaneous - 1%Miscellaneous - 1%

Defra Grant - 56%
Development Budget - 20%Development Budget - 20%
Local Authorities - 23%
Miscellaneous - 1%
Local Authorities - 23%

Lincolnshire County Council - 10.1%
East Lindsey District Council - 5.8%
West Lindsey District Council - 5.8%
North East Lincolnshire Council - 1.3%North East Lincolnshire Council - 1.3%

Lincolnshire County Council - 10.1%
East Lindsey District Council - 5.8%East Lindsey District Council - 5.8%
West Lindsey District Council - 5.8%
North East Lincolnshire Council - 1.3%
West Lindsey District Council - 5.8%



Lincolnshire Wolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Lincolnshire Wolds Countryside Service
Navigation Warehouse, Riverhead Road, Louth, Lincolnshire LN11 0DA

Tel: 01522 555780       Website: www.lincswolds.org.uk  
Email: aonb@lincswolds.org.uk  Twitter: @LincsWoldsAONB

Facebook: @LincsWoldsAONB 

If you would like this document in an alternative format, please contact us.
It is also available on our website www.lincswolds.org.uk
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